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Thank you Mdm Chairperson, 

First of all, let me express my gratitude of being given the honour to address the United 
Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. I want to congratulate the Permanent Forum 
on deciding to acknowledge the particular status of elected Indigenous Parliaments and 
Governments. This constitutes an important step in the recognition of indigenous peoples as 
being equal to other peoples. 

The Arctic Regional Workshop on Indigenous Peoples' Territories, Lands and Natural 
Resources was held in Copenhagen on March 26th-27th. The Workshop was organized by the 
regional indigenous parliaments and organizations, in cooperation with the Nordic States. 

The Workshop - which chiefly copied the format of a UN Expert Meeting - was attended by 
representatives of national governments, indigenous parliaments, indigenous peoples' 
organizations, members of the Permanent Forum, and individual experts, including the UN 
Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Rodolfo Stavenhagen, UN 
Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and Terrorism, Martin Scheinin, and Professor James 
Anaya. 

The Workshop provided an opportunity to identify current and future challenges 
concerning recognition, legal protection and implementation of indigenous 
peoples' rights to territories, lands and resources, as well as an opportunity to 
share experiences and good practices in the respective countries. 

The Workshop elaborated a number of conclusions and recommendations concerning indigenous 
peoples' rights to territories, lands and resources,( divided into the following five subsections: 

• Generally on international law on indigenous peoples' rights to lands, waters and 
natural resources 

• Indigenous peoples' rights to lands, waters and natural resources -
specifically on ownership rights to lands 

• Indigenous peoples' rights to lands, waters and natural resources -
specifically as to what rights indigenous peoples have to non-traditional 
natural resources, such as sub-surface resources. 

• Indigenous peoples' rights to lands, waters and natural resources -
specifically as a prerequisite for preserving and developing indigenous peoples' 
cultures. 
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