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Madame Chairperson, 

* fUtr** ̂ T ^ ^ 
At the outset, allow me -̂ori behalf of rrry-delegation, ttrcongratulate^you 

on your re-election. Your outstanding work in steering the past sessions of the 

Permanent Forum, as well as your personal dedication to the cause of the 

indigenous peoples, has truly facilitated constructive discussions which 

resulted in fruitful outcomes and provoked new challenges. 

This year, the Permanent Forum meets against the backdrop of what 

could be described as a turning point for indigenous peoples all over the 

world. The focus of the current session - "Indigenous territories, lands and 

natural resources" - could not have found a more fitting occasion than at this 
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