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On behalf of the United Nations International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of 
Women (UN-INSTRAW) I want to convey our deep appreciation for the opportunity of addressing this 
important Forum and to express our best wishes for a fruitful outcome. 

Indigenous peoples have made considerable progress for the recognition of their rights at the local, 
national and international levels. One of their most important successes at the international level has been 
the adoption of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples by the Council of Human Rights in 
2006. 

In Latin America the presence of indigenous organizations and movements has been very relevant in 
some countries. One of their most important successes has been the increase in their capacity to promote 
and support their candidates' access to local governments and to national government, as in the case of 
Bolivia. The indigenous peoples in some countries are now occupying new spaces of power promoting 
changes within the institutions, the state and society. However, in Latin America they are still among the 
poorest of the poor, and have less access to education, health and other basic services. And within this 
group, the situation of indigenous women is even worse. 

There has been an increase in political presence of indigenous representatives in local and national 
governments. This process is helping to improve governance, and to increase access to resources, 
information and advice regarding their legal rights and the government programmes and policies. But 
there is still much to be done in order to have a democratic representation of indigenous men and women 
in governments and in the distribution of resources. Poverty alleviation, reduction of maternal and infant 
mortality, increased access to education and health services are necessary prerequisites to achieve the 
MDGs. Without the participation of indigenous peoples and in particular of indigenous women, in 
positions of power and decision making, a more equitable and democratic society can not be achieved. 

The United Nations International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (UN-
INSTRAW), with the support of the Agencia Espanola de Cooperacion Internacional (AECI) has just 
concluded the first of a three-years project on Strengthening governance from a gender perspective and 
women's political participation at the local level in Latin America, which is being implemented with a 
specific focus on the political participation of indigenous women. The Institute recently released a five-
country study on indigenous women in politics and decision-making in Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, 
Guatemala and Peru, available at our website (www.un-instraw.org) and an analysis of mechanisms such 
as quota laws and systems at both the national and local levels. The findings show that while these 
mechanisms are essential, they do not redress indigenous women's low levels of representation or 
guarantee the exercise of their democratic rights. 
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