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Madame Chairperson,
Distinguished Members of the Permanent Forum,
Indigenous [Elders] and representatives,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure for me to address Permanent Forum on Indigenous
Issues. On this occasion I would like to thank the Chairperson for inviting me to
the opening ceremony of the Sixth Session of the Forum.

The Council, as the parent body of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous
Issues, is pleased to witness the continuing progress of the Forum in pursuing the
mandate given to it by the Council in resolution 2000/22. The Forum has played a
key role in increasing the visibility of indigenous issues at the international level
and has become the foremost body for dialogue between indigenous peoples,
states, UN agencies and other inter-governmental organizations, including
international financial institutions and civil society. On behalf of the Economic and

Social Council, I would like to thank the Forum for comprehensive and
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