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Thank you very much Madame Chairperson, 

On behalf of the Greek Delegation ,1 should like to congratulate 

you .Madame Chairperson and the other Members of the 

Permanent Forum for the significant decision you have taken to 

include as special theme of item 3 of the agenda the complex, 

multiform and of vital importance subject: "territories, lands and 

natural resources". In the era of globalization , Governments , 

citizens , including indigenous people, should closely cooperate in 

the field of sustainable development and the proper exploitation of 

natural resources in order to combat poverty and to improve the 

economic and social life of everyone. In spite of this , one of the 

most acute and complex situations facing the world's indigenous 

peoples is the refusal by certain governments to recognize, 

promote and protect indigenous' peoples rights to land and natural 

resources and their right to contribute to their development and 

exploitation . Also , The non-recognition of indigenous rights to 

their lands and natural resources and their dispossession from 


