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The chair, distinguished guests ladies and gentlemen, 
We the People of the Maa Nation are greatly honored today when the UNPF 
is discussing a topic that has become a cancer to all of us, the dead, the 
living and the yet to be born. 

While addressing the issue of territories, lands and Natural resources, the 
minds of many of us remember the many of their sons and daughters who 
have lost their lives and continue to lose through the dispossession of land 
and Natural Resources. ' 
As we remember our departed heroes and heroines, we wish to greatly thank 
the office of the Special Raporteur for Indigenous Peoples Rights and 
fundamental Freedoms for not only visiting with us but for the clarity and 
precision he had in addressing the issues that are affecting not only the 
Maasai but other marginalized indigenous communities 

The pastralist Maasai way of life as one of Kenya's indigenous peoples has 
come under heavy strains in recent decades. This is mainly the result of the 
historical legacy of colonialism, but also of inappropriate land policies and 
developmental strategies in Arid and Semi Arid Lands and forest areas since 
independence, which are currently being revised. These policies entailed the 
systematic land-loss of rangelands and of forest reserves that underpinned 
the pastralist Maasai livelihoods and their cultural sustainability, leading to 
serious violations of economic, social and cultural rights and some persistent 
abuses of civil and political rights. 

Our way of life was erroneously considered an obstacle to Kenya's 
economic development and many a time branded backward and anti 
development. The assault on our grazing areas involved forced 
displacements and the drastic reduction of available rangeland for livestock 
herding. The privatization of land, water and other resources, and the 
individualization of communal land led to the fragmentation of traditional 
communally owned lands, increasing competition and conflict over 
diminishing resources, the progressive disintegration of community life and 
the growth of social and economic inequality among indigenous 
communities. To this must be added the long-term effects of persistent 
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