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We welcome this opportunity to set out the views of the Australian Government 

on the theme of this year's Forum, that of territories, lands and natural resources. 

The Australian Government is committed to improving outcomes for Australian 

Indigenous people by not only recognising their rights to land but also providing 

the necessary tools to make better use of those rights. 

Over the past thirty years, Australia has developed various forms of legislation 

recognising Indigenous rights to land. The first of these is the land rights system, 

which consists of Acts passed by the Australian Parliament and a number of 

Australian States. Under land rights, Indigenous groups, having demonstrated 

their links with the land, are recognised and land transferred to the local 

Indigenous Group. A more recent but similar system is that of native title, which 

is based in the common law recognition of the connection between Indigenous 

groups and their land. Agreement-making under the native title system has 

provided further practical benefits for Indigenous Australians. Under the land 
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