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Your Excellencies, Presidents of the General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council and 
the Human Rights Council, 
Madame Chairperson and Members of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, 
Honourable Elders, 
Representatives of Member States, Indigenous Organizations, Non-governmental Organizations, 
and UN system partners and other intergovernmental organizations, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 

On behalf of the Secretary-General, it gives me great pleasure to join you once again in 
opening the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and to extend the warmest of welcomes 
to you all. 

During their long journey of engagement with the international community, indigenous 
peoples have by now reached a stronger platform, where they articulate a clearer voice in the 
United Nations through this Forum. This body would simply not be what it is without the wide 
participation it enjoys, because it is through dialogue among all concerned that indigenous issues 
can reach constructive outcomes for the whole society. In a mark of the Forum's outreach and 
awareness-raising, new participants join the Forum's session every year. For this sixth session, 
we expect participation by more than 2500 persons. 

Our Organization has been strengthening its capacity to respond to global challenges, of 
the kind that only the United Nations may be called upon to confront. This Forum stands at the 
centre of that effort. Whether indigenous peoples will continue to survive and pursue a self-
determined development, building their societies according to their world views and concepts of 
well-being, is not just a matter of their own self-interest or only a moral imperative for the 
dominant parts of society. It is also an issue of the survival of our humanity, with the richness, 
knowledge, and contributions that the various cultures provide to each person, each country, and 
to our planet. None of us can ignore for example the loss of traditional knowledge. Nor can we 
close our eyes to the fact that the map of the world's richest biospheres coincides with the map of 
the areas with the largest linguistic diversity. As our Organization gears up to implement the 
Millennium Declaration, including the Millennium Development Goals, and the global UN 
development agenda, and to establish the principle of "Delivering as One" in its operational 
work, it must take indigenous peoples concerns and this Forum's recommendations into account. 


