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Madam President: 

It is an honor to speak on behalf of Spain in this sixth session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, as it is the institution 
that guarantees the indigenous peoples' presence and voice in the sphere of the United Nations. 

I would like to convey the Government of Spain's firm commitment to the acknowledgement and defense of the legitimate rights 
of the indigenous peoples. Proof of this commitment is the fact that, staying in line with the Program of Action of the Second 
International Decade of the Indigenous People, Spanish Cooperation has included cooperation with indigenous peoples among its 
priority work agendas. This has translated into not only a significant increase in allocated funds towards this objective, but also in 
the adoption of normative and strategic texts in this respect. 

Allow me to point out that in the last few months, two fundamental events have backed up this position: 

On the one hand, it is a pleasure to inform that the Convention 169 of the ILO on Indigenous and Tribal People in Independent 
Countries was ratified last February by Spain. Such Convention represents a landmark in the acknowledgement, defense and 
protection of the rights of the indigenous peoples. In this regard, it commits State Parties to respect minimum standards in the 
effective application of these rights. 

The Spanish Agency for International Cooperation is designing a plan correctly to incorporate the principles of this Convention 
into Spanish public policy, especially into development cooperation policy, with the goal to improve the quality of our actions 
and to take an extra step in the acknowledgement and promotion of the rights of indigenous peoples in the world. We would like 
to implement this exercise in collaboration with those States in which indigenous peoples live, designing coordinated actions in 
which all can participate. 

On the other hand, the new Spanish Cooperation Strategy with the Indigenous Peoples has recently been approved, which is a 
planning instrument that guides all actions of Spanish cooperation with the indigenous peoples. This Strategy is an expression of 
the Government of Spain's commitment to promote development cooperation that is of quality and respectful of cultural diversity 
and of the individual and collective rights of the indigenous peoples. 

The fundamental objective of the Strategy is to support the right of indigenous peoples to implement their own development 
process that includes the social, economic, political and cultural spheres, and collects, as its cornerstone, the right to a previous 
and informed free consent. The Strategy gives singular importance to the special bond that exists between the identity of the 
indigenous peoples and the effective control over their land, territories and resources —special topic of this VI session -and 
defines it as a priority of Spanish cooperation to give support to the acknowledgement and effective application of the rights of 
the indigenous peoples in this regard. 
The Indigenous Program of the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation promotes actions of support towards the self-
development of indigenous peoples by way of international organizations and Non-Governmental Organizations, such as through 
direct execution projects which are always directed to reach the Millennium Development Goals. Throughout 2006, the work 
directed to improve the educational quality and equality has been especially significant by supporting bilingual educational 
models in different countries of Latin America. In this regard, much work has been completed to fight extreme poverty and 
hunger with actions of support towards food sovereignty in order to promote the right of the indigenous and native communities 
to the access and control of their own productive resources. 

Until now, the Indigenous Program of Action of the AECI has traditionally centered upon the indigenous people who live in 
Latin America. However, after the publication of the new Strategy, the Indigenous Program foresees extending its work gradually 
to other continents, always in close contact with the concerned Governments and institutions. 

Before concluding, I would like to point out that Spain, -as member of the Group of Friends of the Declaration of Rights of the 
Indigenous Peoples- trusts that a way could be found for this Declaration to be soon approved by the General Assembly, since it 
is called to be the cornerstone for the acknowledgement and effective application of the inherent rights of the indigenous peoples 
throughout the world. 

Finally, let me remember before you that Spain, as a co-sponsor of the initiative for an Alliance of Civilizations, endorsed by the 
Secretary-General, - who has appointed his High Representative to implement it-, is fully convinced that the history of relations 
between cultures and societies is not only one of wars and confrontation. It is also based on centuries of constructive exchanges, 
cross-fertilization, and fruitful coexistence. For this reason, we believe, now more than ever, that the Declaration of Rights 
aforementioned and our Strategy for Cooperation with the Indigenous Peoples are, among other, necessary and useful tools to 
promote mutual respect, tolerance, and above all, a joint action with the indigenous peoples in areas that can serve to promote 
their development and protect their dignity. 

Thank you so much. 
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