
\lto**J*fr (£> ftf 4%£ 
0 ^ / 

UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
6,h Session, New York, May 14-25, 2006. 

Makiko Kimura 
Joint Statement by: 

Association of Indigenous Peoples of Ryukyus, Ainu Resource Centre, and 
Shimin Gaikou Centre 

On Agenda Item 3: Special Theme: "Land, Territories and Resources" 

Thank you Madame Chairperson, 

"Ryukyu kingdom" (Okinawa), which is situated southern part of present-day Japan, became a Japanese 
colony in 1879. After World War II, in year 1952, the United States Armed Forces requisitioned land 
forcibly, and build huge base in Okinawa. Okinawa was returned to Japan in 1972, but 75% of U.S. 
Armed Forces Facility in Japan is concentrated in Okinawa of 0.6% of Japan's land. 

The people of Okinawa continue to accuse to Japanese Government that the compulsory land 
expropriation is conducted only in Okinawa (Ryukyu) and hence put an excessively heavy burden in the 
region. The landowners in Okinawa under the US military occupation are prohibited to enter their own 
lands and cemeteries, and it continues even today. 

In 2006, Mr. Doudou Diene, Special Rapporteur on Contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related intolerance visited Okinawa in order to conduct a survey on US military bases 
and he announced that this situation was abnormal. 

The survey of asking "national identity" in 2005, 69.3% of an Okinawans answered that they are 
Okinawans not Japanese. People of Okinawa are strongly against the compulsory expropriation of land 
and make a request urgent recovery of "right of self-determination". 

Ainu territory stretches in the northern part of present-day Japan, including the entire island of 
Hokkaido. The greatest portion of Ainu land was unilaterally incorporated into the Japanese state and 
renamed Hokkaido in 1869. 

in 1899 the Meiji government enacted the Hokkaido Former Aborigines Protection Act. Ainu were 
forced to be farmers on poor land allotted to them by the Japanese government, which ended 
unsuccessfully and brought severe economic hardships. 

Nearly 100 years later, supplementary provisions in the Japanese government's 1997 Ainu Culture 
Promotion Act stipulated that all remaining communal property be returned to the Ainu. As in the past, 
however, the government did not consult with the Ainu community. Instead it unilaterally established 
procedures to address the communal property claims and limited the entire restoration process to 


