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Dear Madame Chairperson; 

Members of the Indigenous Peoples of Africa Co-ordinating Committee (IPACC) 
Executive Committee met in Bujumbura, Burundi from 16-19 April 2007. The 
leaders are elected by IPACC's 150 member organisations. They came from 10 
African countries to spend four days in Burundi learning about the United Nations 
three conventions on Biological Diversity, Desertification and Climate Change 
and planning a strategy to organise indigenous peoples' approach to protecting 
and managing natural resources. 

The meeting was opened by the Honourable Minister of Land Management, the 
Environment and Tourism of the Republic of Burundi, Mme Odette Kayitesi. 
Burundi is the only African country to formally recognise indigenous peoples and 
include them in the national parliament and senate. 

The Burundian Minister praised the efforts of IPACC and emphasised that 
indigenous peoples are important stakeholders in protecting Africa's natural 
heritage and traditional knowledge systems. She encouraged other African 
governments to value the contribution of indigenous peoples. 

Some of the topics that were discussed included the destruction of grazing lands, 
deforestation, drought, access to safe water, destruction of plants and animals, 
and the displacement of indigenous peoples. A major concern was how to help 
protect and promote how indigenous peoples pass knowledge from one 


