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Dear Madam Chairperson! 
Dear members of the Permanent Forum! 

Dear listeners! 
Brothers and sisters! 

My name is Mikhail Todyshev. I am speaking on behalf of 34 regional organizations 
of Indigenous peoples, which represent the interests of 41 Indigenous peoples, living 
in the regions of the North, Siberia and the Far East. Indigenous peoples of the North 
of Russia have preserved the traditional way of life on-the land of their ancestors, 
their original culture, language, traditions and customs. Our people practice deer 
breeding, fishing, and hunting. Their well-being and stable development depend on 
the well-being of their ancestral environment; of access to their lands, territories and 
natural resources. 

The lands of the Indigenous peoples of the North, Siberia and the Far East are rich in 
various useful minerals. Currently, oil drilling; mining for gold, diamonds, coal and 
other minerals; and lumber production are all taking place in this region. It's no secret 
that the sale of petroleum and gas makes up the budget of the Russian Federation. A 
large part of these natural resources are obtained today on Indigenous peoples' lands 
without due consideration of their interests. As a result, the bulk of the damage 
incurred by the planned acquisition of these resources falls on the traditional way of 
life and ancestral lands of Indigenous peoples. 

Indigenous peoples thoroughly understand the importance of the country's economic 
development; they have never protested the acquisition of natural resources on their 


