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United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
6th Session 
Agenda Item 3 Territories, Lands and Natural Resources 

Joint Statement by the Pacific Caucus W idispxnu, "SQHU\&€\T/1 . 

Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement (ALRM), 
National Native Title Council (NNTC), 
Menzies School of Health Research 
National Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organization (NACCHO), 
Foundation for Aboriginal & Islander Research Action (FAIRA), 
Indigenous Law Center, University of New South Wales 
NSW Aboriginal Land Council 
Human Rights & Equal Opportunity Commission (HREOC), World Council of Churches (Australia), 

Indigenous World Association, Waikiki Hawaii Civic Club, 
Na Koa I Kai Ka Kalahui Hawaii, 
Hioulaokalani Coalition, Hawaii Insti tute for Human Rights, 
Ka La Hui Hawaii, Peoples Tribal Council of West Papua, 
Bangsa Adat Alifuru of Maluku 

The Pacific Region is the largest region in the world. Our sea of islands is our homeland stretching 
over one fourth of the world. The earth is our 5 e ^ v' 
foundation for our being and beliefs. Our land is mother earth. I t is where we come f rom. Oceania 
is where we come from. Our islands are our 
responsibility. We are one with the land and sea. 

Recommendations: 

We propose an immediate moratorium of development projects proposed on indigenous peoples 
lands without the free, prior and informed 
consent of the indigenous community. Too often projects are deemed necessary based on 
economic, security and scientific purposes ignoring 
the human rights of indigenous peoples to lands, territories and natural resources. 

We propose that military operations on indigenous lands cease in their destruction of sacred lands 
in the name of defense. We also call for an 
immediate cleanup process to be initiated by each nation so that the land can be cared for 
according to traditional values. We mobilize daily to 
make the vision of a Nuclear Free and Independent Pacific a reality for the indigenous peoples of 
our region. 
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