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Respected Chair 

I bring greetings to you and members of this august forum from 
Zo indigenous people whose territories had been divided into three 
segments and placed under the three administrative provinces of 
Assam, Bengal, Burma following British military expeditions (1871 
-1890) and colonial administration (1890-1950). 

Zo people have been claiming for a long, long time 
restoration of fundamental rights which had been deprived 
thereof by way of tripartite division of our ancestral land, 
and 
rectification of the past errors of the territorial division that 
had been done to Zo people through reunification under one 
administrative head. 

Zo people were a nation of Tibeto-Burma race and of the Mongolic 
origin. Our native country had been that of the whole hill tracts of 
land called the "tribal areas" between the valleys and plains of 
Burma in the east and Bay of Bengal and Bengal in the west. 

Zo country was called the 'Chin-Lushai country' by the British 
administration (Chin-Lushai Conference 1892, Fort Williams, 
Calcutta) which was later defined as the "Tribal Areas" 
(Government, of India Act 1935 vide The Government of India 
(Excluded and Partially Excluded Areas) Order passed at the Court 
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