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Special Theme: Land, Territories and Natural Resources 

Presented by Ms. Sumshot Khular1, President, CARD, Manipur, India 

Greetings from Manipur, India. 
Respected Madam Chairperson, members of the Forum, Indigenous Sister and 
Brothers! 

For the Nagas, the community owns the land, not the state, governed by unwritten 
custom and traditions. In the Naga areas land holdings are under the control of the 
village administration, which exercise executive, judicial and administrative autonomy. 
The Nagas enjoy the rights of inheritance and occupancy and every village has one or 
more clan, and have three- tier systems of land ownership, clan, village and private land. 
For the Nagas indigenous people (of Manipur) control over territory and land are related 
to the issue of identity and territoriality. They are traditionally tied to land and forests with 
which they had established a symbiotic relationship. Land and forests are the two basic 
resources for their subsistence 

The Indigenous peoples in Manipur have been opposing any policy that treats the hills 
and valleys as homogenous or entails the enactment of a uniform law applicable to both 
the valley and hills ,one such best example is the, 

"The announcement by the Revenue Minister E Biramani on the floor of the Assembly on July 4 that the 
Manipur Land Revenue and Land Reforms Act has been extended to certain parts of the hill district. The Minister informed 
the House, MLR and LR Act has been extended to 39 villages in Churachandpur district, five villages in Chandel district 
and one in Tamenglong. The Revenue Minister also informed the Assembly that as the Act has been extended to the said 
villages, valley people are entitled to buy land and settle down there. Different meanings and interpretations can be given 
to the decision of the Government, but we would like to look at it from a purely objective point of view and lay our case 
before the public and the readers. * 

The Sixth Amendment Bill (1989) is particularly problematic as it threatens tribals/ 
Indigenous peoples land rights thus exposing the hills people to the risks of losing their 
land without creating an alternative livelihood system. Assimilation and integration are 
attempts to undermine our historical and customary rights over our territory and natural 
resources. We saw the exploitation of our resources by outsiders who control the market 
and exploit the state's resources especially the forests wealth. This also led to many 
strong people's determination to resists such activities gets articulated as struggles to 
preserve our nationality, identity and ethnicity. 

1 Ms.Sumshot Khular is a Lamkang indigenous person, President of Community Action for Research and 
Development(CARD) Initiatives of the Lamkang Indigenous peoples based in Thamlakhuren village, 
Manipur,India. 
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The Sangai Express 06 July, 2002 . When the Land Reformed Act of Assam was adopted hy the state of Manipur in 
1960,the whole of the hills areas in Manipur was excluded from the juirsdiction of the Act for the protection of the 
areas occupied by the tribals/indigenous peoples from time immemorial. 


