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Distinguished Members of the Permanent Forum, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a pleasure for me to represent UNESCO at this sixth session of the UN 

Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, just two months after the "UNESCO 

Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural 

Expressions" entered into force, marking the achievement of Recommendation 14 

of the Programme of Action for the Second International Decade of the World's 

Indigenous People. The Convention is the first legal instrument that recognizes the 

distinctive nature of cultural activities, goods and services as vehicles of identity, 

values and meaning. It acknowledges the value of indigenous cultures as a source 

of intangible and material wealth and of their positive contribution to sustainable 

development. However indigenous peoples' cultural expressions are often 

weakened. This new Convention thus provides a framework and a tool to help 

ensure the right of indigenous peoples to create and disseminate in a fair 

environment their specific expressions, cultural goods and services. 

The protection and promotion of cultural diversity and the fruitful dialogue 

among cultures is indeed a key mandate of UNESCO, which is of great 

relevance to the theme of this year's session of the UN Permanent Forum on 

Indigenous Issues on "Lands, territories and resources". The issues raised under 
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