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Madam Chair, 

The Report of the International Expert Group Meeting on the MDGs, Indigenous Participation 

and Good Governance (the Expert Group Report) states that "the respect for indigenous peoples ' 

speclJic rights is trll c s .~cn t i~~ lelenlent ofgood goverrinncc. and ..:for achieving the [MDGS]".' 

However, in its 2005 report to Parliament, the Committce of Inq~iiry to rcview New Zealand's 

constit~itional arrangements (Cominittce of Inquiry) stated that "New Zealand's constitution is 

not in cnsis"' - an assessment determined by the Coinmittee despite numerous submissions 

from IUaori URGElVTLY calliilg for change, and the entrenchment of the Treaty of Waitangi to 

protect Maori rights. 

And while New Zealand is a rnember of two International Conventions protecting self 

determination of peoples,3 the Governrnent has still iîot ratitïed IL0  1694 - another Convention 

containing "intcrn~rtional~ L L I ~ ~ L I ~rights stanhrds that have direct relevance and applicability to 

questions of good governance".5 

The Government's reason for non-ratification included an "unquantlfied" lack of Mvlaori 

support.6 But how can this justify non-ratification when the Governrnent blatantly ignored 

LINPRECEDENTED Maori and public opinion - 40,000 people who gathered on the steps of 

EIC. 191200617, p4. 
' Report, p7, avoiliible nt Ii~p:i~\v\v\v.conslitutional.pürIiüiiient.~o\~t.n~.

' International Conveiitioii oii Civil aiid Political Riglits and the International Convention on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights. 

The Lnternationül Labo~ii- Organizatioii Convvntion No. 169 coiiceriiiiig Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in 
Independent Countries. 

EIC. 191200617, p4. 
Letter from f-Ion Parekura Ilorornia, Minister of Msori Affüiis, to C. Davis dated 3 May 2006. 
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Parliament to oppose Govemment policy expropriating Maori indigenous rights to the Foreshore 

and Seabed? 

We are also concemed that, in responding to the failure to ratify I L 0  169, the Govemment did 

not have the courtesy to acknowledge the recommendation of the Special Rapporteur on the 

Situation of Muman Rights and Fundamental Freedoins of Indigenous Peoples - that New 

Zealand ratify I L 0  169.' 

Recommendations 

Therefore, Madam Chair, in order to facilitate the developnient of effective and efficient 
strategies for achieving the MDGs, including the nieaningfiil redefining of the Goals for 
indigenous peoples, we cal1 upon the New Zealnnd Governi-iient to: 

1.  	 Work meaningfiilly with Maori to implenient tlie Spccial Rapporteur's recommendation 
that the Govemnient ratify I L 0  169; 

2. 	 Establish (consistent with the Committee of Inquiry's recommendation) an independent 
body to facilitate New Zealand constitutional review and 
independent party cl-iosen froin the intemational con~muni ty ;~  

refonn, led by a suitable 

a. Whose experience includes the areas of indigenous 
constitutional change, negotiation and dispute resolution; an

human 
d 

rights protection, 

b. Who has proven credibility and a track record of success; 

3. 	 Request the assistance of tlie OtICMR to iinplement the Special Rapporteur's 
recommendations, and those of the International Expert Group report conceming good 
governance aiid constitutional rnatters; and finally 

4. 	 Request the assistance of tlie United Natioi-is to irnplei-i-ient the recornrnendations of the 
Expert Gro~ip  Rcport, in psi-ticular to "Erihtrric.e the c-~~pc~c,ily of'Governrnerits to cornply with 
their iriternutional obligations under ititernnt~onnl hurnari rights law, international 
huinariitarian lavv and rnultilateral environt?ieiital ~igreeiricrits ,, . 9 

Thank yo~ i  Madani Chair. 

Intervention by Ms Catherine Davis 
Te Rünanga O Te R;irawa (Authority for tlie hliïori peoples of Te Rarawa, Aotearoa). 

' E1CN.4120061781Add.3, page 22, para 103. 

"he Künanga notes that there are a number of examples ofsuch an approach. For instance, Sir Paul Reeves was 

the Chairman of the Coi~stitutional Review Con~mission whose recorninendations formed the basis of the 1997 

Fijian Constitution. 


EIC. 191200617, pl 3, para 49(d). 


