
Upcoming Meetings and Deadlines for Indigenous Peoples, January to April 2008 
 
The dates for the sessions of the Human Rights Council are subject to changes. Please check 
with the Council’s website http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/ (to access the 
Extranet, the username is “hrc extranet” and the password is “1session”). 
 
 
JANUARY 
 
14 January – 1 February 2008 (New York, USA)  
40th session of the Committee on the Convention on the Eradication of all Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) 
Countries scheduled for consideration: Saudi Arabia, Burundi, Bolivia, France, Lebanon, 
Luxembourg, Morocco, Sweden.  
Department of Economic and Social Affairs  
UN Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW) 
2 UN Plaza, DC2-12th Floor, New York, NY 10017, USA 
Fax: +1 212 963 3463 E-mail: daw@un.org  
Web: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/40sess.htm  
 
14 January – 1 February 2008 (Geneva, Switzerland) 
47th session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 
Countries scheduled for consideration: Bhutan, Chile, Dominican Republic, Georgia, 
Germany, Ireland, Kuwait, Timor Leste. 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Contact: Ms. Maja Andrijasevic-Boko, Secretary 
United Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
Phone: +41 22 917 9276 Fax: +41 22 917 9022  
E-mail: crc@ohchr.org Web: http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/crcs47.htm  
 
21 – 25 January 2008 (Geneva, Switzerland) 
Sixth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group on Access and Benefit-sharing 
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
Contact: Mr. Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive Secretary 
413 St-Jacques Street, 8th floor, Office 800 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada, H2Y 1N9 
Phone: +1 514 288 2220 Fax: +1 514 288 6588 
E-mail: secretariat@cbd.int Web: http://www.cbd.int/meetings/default.shtml  
 
 
FEBRUARY 
 
4 – 8 February 2008 (Geneva, Switzerland) 
21st session of the Board of Trustees of the UN Voluntary Fund for Indigenous 
Populations 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Secretariat of the Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations 
United Nations, 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland  
Phone: +41 22 917 9737 / 9164 Fax: +41 22 917 9066 
E-mail: IndigenousFunds@ohchr.org  
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Web: http://www.ohchr.org/english/about/funds/indigenous/  
 
11 – 15 February 2008 (FAO, Rome, Italy) 
Second meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Protected Areas 
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
Contact: Mr. Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive Secretary 
413 St-Jacques Street, 8th floor, Office 800 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada, H2Y 1N9 
Phone: +1 514 288 2220 Fax: +1 514 288 6588 
E-mail: secretariat@cbd.int Web: http://www.cbd.int/meetings/default.shtml  
 
18 – 22 February 2008 (FAO, Rome, Italy) 
13th meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice 
(SBSTTA) 
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
Contact: Mr. Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive Secretary 
413 St-Jacques Street, 8th floor, Office 800 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada, H2Y 1N9 
Phone: +1 514 288 2220 Fax: +1 514 288 6588 
E-mail: secretariat@cbd.int Web: http://www.cbd.int/meetings/default.shtml  
 
18 February – 7 March 2008 (Geneva, Switzerland) 
72nd session of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) 
Countries scheduled for consideration: Republic of Moldova, Italy, Fiji, Belgium, Russian 
Federation, Dominican Republic, United States of America, Nicaragua. 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Contact: Ms. N. Prouvez, Secretary 
United Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
Phone: +41 22 917 9309 Fax: +41 22 917 9022 
E-mail: nprouvez@ohchr.org Web: http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cerd/cerds72.htm  
 
20 – 22 February 2008 (Monaco) 
10th special session of the UNEP Governing Council and Global Ministerial 
Environment Forum 
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
Contact: Mr. B.A. Miller, Office of the Secretary for Governing Bodies 
United Nations Avenue, Gigiri 
PO Box 30552, 00100 Nairobi, Kenya 
Phone: +254 2 762 3411 Fax: + 254 2 7623929 
E-mail: beverly.miller@unep.org Web: www.unep.org
 
25 – 29 February 2008 (Geneva, Switzerland) 
12th session of the Intergovernmental Committee on Traditional Knowledge, Genetic 
Resources and Traditional Cultural Expression/Folklore 
World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) 
PO Box 18, CH-1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 
Telephone: +41 22 338 9111 Fax: +41 22 733 54 28 
For email go to: http://www.wipo.int/tools/en/contacts/index.jsp  
Web: http://www.wipo.int/tk/en/  
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25 – 29 February 2008 (Gland, Switzerland) 
36th meeting of the Ramsar Standing Committee 
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands 
Rue Mauverney 28, 1196 Gland, Switzerland 
Phone: + 41 22 999 0170 Fax: + 41 22 999 0196 
E-mail: ramsar@ramsar.org Web: http://www.ramsar.org/about/about_stancomm.htm  
 
25 February – 7 March 2008 (New York, USA) 
52nd session of the Commission on the Status of Women 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
UN Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW) 
2 UN Plaza, DC2-12th floor, New York, NY 10017, USA 
E-mail: daw@un.org Fax: +1 212 963 3463 
Web: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/52sess.htm  
 
MARCH 
 
3 – 28 March 2008 (Geneva, Switzerland) 
7th session of the Human Rights Council  
Office of High Commissioner on Human Rights  
Contact: Ms. Laura Dolci-Kanaan, NGO Liaison Officer 
United Nations, 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
Phone: +41 22 917 9656 Fax: +41 22 917 9004 
E-mail: ldolci-kanaan@ohchr.org Web: http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/  
 
7 March – 4 April 2008 (New York, USA) 
92nd session of the Human Rights Committee 
Countries scheduled for consideration: Tunisia, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
Bostwana, Panama. 
Office of High Commissioner on Human Rights 
Contact: M. P. Gillibert 
United Nations, 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
Phone: +41 22 917 9332 Fax: +41 22 917 9022 
E-mail: pgillibert@ohchr.org  Web: http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrc/hrcs92.htm  
 
26 – 28 March 2008 (venue to be determined) 
Joint Article 8(j) and Clearing-House Mechanism Capacity-Building Workshop on 
Networking and Information Exchange (Africa region) 
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
Contact: Mr. Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive Secretary 
413 St-Jacques Street, 8th floor, Office 800 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada, H2Y 1N9 
Phone: +1 514 288 2220 Fax: +1 514 288 6588 
E-mail: secretariat@cbd.int Web: http://www.cbd.int/meetings/default.shtml  
 
30 March – 3 April 2008 (Nairobi, Kenya) 
22nd session of the Governing Council of UN-HABITAT 
UN-HABITAT Headquarters 
P.O. Box 30030, GPO, Nairobi, 00100, Kenya 
Phone: +254 2 762 3120 Fax: +254 2 762 4266  
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E-mail: infohabitat@unhabitat.org  Web: www.un-habitat.org  
 
 
APRIL 
 
7 – 11 April 2008 (Hanoi, Vietnam) 
Fourth Global Conference on Oceans: “Advancing Ecosystem Management and 
Integrated Coastal and Ocean Management in the Context of Climate Change” 
Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and Islands 
Contact: Miriam C. Balgos, Global Forum Program Coordinator 
301 Robinson Hall, University of Delaware 
Newark, Delaware 19716 USA 
Phone: +1 302 831 8086 Fax: +1 302 831 3668 
Email: mbalgos@udel.edu  
Web: http://www.globaloceans.org/globalconferences/2008/index.html
 
7 – 18 April 2008 (Geneva, Switzerland)  
First session of the Human Rights Council Universal Periodic Review 
Countries scheduled for consideration (in this order): Bahrain, Ecuador, Tunisia, Morocco, 
Indonesia, Finland, United Kingdom, India, Brazil, Philippines, Algeria, Poland, Netherlands, 
South Africa, Czech Republic, Argentina. 
Office of High Commissioner on Human Rights  
Contact: Ms. Laura Dolci-Kanaan, NGO Liaison Officer 
United Nations, 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
Phone: +41 22 917 9656 Fax: +41 22 917 9004 
E-mail: ldolci-kanaan@ohchr.org Web: http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/  
 
21 April – 2 May 2008 (New York, USA)  
Seventh session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
“Climate change, bio-cultural diversity and livelihoods: the stewardship role of 
indigenous peoples and new challenges” 
Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
United Nations, 2 UN Plaza, Room DC2-1772 
New York, NY, 10017, USA  
Phone: +1 917 367 5100 Fax: +1 917 367 5102 
E-mail: IndigenousPermanentForum@un.org
Web: http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/en/sessions.html  
 
28 April – 16 May 2008 (Geneva, Switzerland) 
40th session of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR)  
Countries scheduled for consideration: Sweden, Benin, France, India, Kenya. 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Contact: Ms. Wan-Hea Lee, Secretary 
United Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
Phone: + 41 22 917 9154 Fax: + 41 22 917 9022 
E-mail: wlee@ohchr.org Web: http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cescr/cescrs40.htm  
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