Fourth Pernuanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 2003

Education :

Thank you Chairwaman

o
e

My name is @Q@W_\dc@agwl The Akha FHertlage Foundation

L'am here on behalf of the Aliiz of Thailand who were denied visas by the US State Department.

It 1s crucial that the Permanent Farum recogrize the role of missionaries in the destruction of indigenons
knowledge systems and the domination of all forins of replacement cducation,

We pomt to the case of the Mlabri i Thailand, a small tribe entirely dominated by a Western nuission. What
hope of a truly free mdigenous education do these people have? The case of the Akha no different.

We must have Security in order to sccomplish educational goals. Howsver, we see infrastructure going into
-ndigenous areas, but the Incigenous increasingly lose their lands and arc exploited.

In Thailand, which does nat recognize the Alha, [et alone give them all 1D cards, how will educational goals
mctude the Akha in the process”?

Thailand has tHitle to 1o recognition of indigenous rights. The maditional Ak must be included in the
educational decision making process.

However, withow addressing the sitation of missions what possible role will indigenous knowledge in
education play, when culture and indigenous knowledge have been cradicated?

The UN must step in 1o place a moratorium on the western colomal missions” subjugation and redefinition of
wdigenous culiurs and lnstary. '

Education by defininon must include the education of children by parcnis in the jungle and farming practices
during the daytime. Cument models default 1o the Western view of education as something that must he
contrelled by the state jn a schoolhouwse.

The mandate on education munst remuin a voluntary choice for indigenous peoples. However, in Fhaltalnd,
primary educalion in a schoolhouse 13 already wandatory, removing children from the intecrated education
process in the viliage.

S0 the question becomes — who's definition of educarion?

Funding raust be made accessible to multiple iraditional Akha NGOs. There is no way that indigenous
knowledge cducational gouls can be implemented without sufficient fimding.

Fhe model we currently see is the recognition of some NGOs by the UN process, while these NGO pus.h for the
exclusion of other NGOs and various views. [mplementation can only be democratic when all views are
welcome 1o the discussion.

Finally, we betieve that the issue of education can not be adequately discussed or implemented without tI';c
discussion of the scourge of the tratficking of women and children for sexual exploitation as oceurs rampantly in

Thailand. We call for q special event on the issue of trafficking,

And we are very cancerned ahout events, such as in Darfur, Sudan, and their implications for stable cducational
systems. A second Rwanda unfolds hetore aur cyes, something we were told must never happen again.

Thank you Chairwoman.
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