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Policy Framework

1.

UNDP is honoured to be pariicipating at the fourth session of the
Fermanant Forum con indigenous Issues.

The UNDP corporate mandate, development cooperation processes
and agresments, and the aspirations of indigenous peoples guide
UNDPF engagement with indigenous peoples and their organizations.
As many of you know, UNDP issued a policy guidance note on
engagement with indigenous peoples in 2001. The objective of the
policy note is to provide UNDP staff with a framework to guide their
work i1 building sustainable partnerships with indigenous peoples.
Footed in the goals and targeis set by world leaders at the UN
Milleenium  Summit in September 2000, it is underpinned by the
intarnaticnal human rights framework and a full recognition of
mdigarous peoples’ vital role in, and contribution to, development.

The policy also addresses the debilitating incidence of human poverty
in most indigenous communities as visible evidence of discrimination
(unegual access to productive resources and basic social services) if
not exclusion. lssues related to ownership and use of {and and natural
rescurces; education and health; protection of cultural and intellectual
property, and participation, are to be tackied in the context of poverty
reduction strategies that fully take into account the rights of indigenous
peoplas. Moreover, the policy provides practical mechanisms for
opberatioral and policy engagement at the global, regional and country
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In addition, the UNDP Civil Society Organizations Advisory Committee
composed of 15 civil soclety leaders who provide strategic advice to
the Administrator and senior management on key policy advocacy




initiatives includes a member of the Permanent Forum ai ¢ has been a
vehicie to bring indigenous peoples’ concems to the atferiior 57 UNDP
senior management.

5. National CSO Advisory Commitiees have alse beeri esteblished in
Botswana and Brazil. It is though these mechanisms that we can push
to address indigenous peoples’ issues.

Human Development Reporis

6. Policy advocacy documents, such as national and regional Human
Development Reports (HDRs), supported by UNDP, aim o ke siock
of human development at country-level, examine frends m major
human development dimensicns and to stimulate public debate and
political attention to most pressing development prioritizs.

7. UNDP understands the importance of disaggregatad cata for
development. Some regional and national HDRs hava inciuded data
disaggregated by ethnic groupings, language groupings, gender,
geographic regions, age and many other groupings. Through
disaggregated data, both quantitative and qualitative, these reports are
able to better identify disparities and pockets of deprivation and
discrimination and formulate policies to address these consiraints to
human development progress. This kind of date coilection is to be
promoted and fostered.

8. With its focus on exploring issues related 1o building inciusive societies
and managing diversity, the global HDR for 2004 “Cirltural Liverty in
Today's Diverse World”, has provided a key platform for debate on
indigenous peoples’ concerns.

9. In the near future, through its regional programme on indigenous
peoples in Southeast Asia, UNDP will be developing an Asian Regional
Human Development Report focusing on indigenous peoples.

Global Programmes

10.UNDP also seeks to batance its work on policy making with prosramme
development and promoting action on the ground.

11.We are particuiariy proud of the Human Rights 3Sirengthening
Programme (HURIST), a joint programme with UNDP anc the Office of
the High Commissioner for Human Rights. The indigenous peoples’
component of Hurist aims to create a mechanism for dislogue in
countries to ensure the participation of indigenous pecples in UNDP
policies and programmes.

12.In Kenya, in 2004, Hurist established an advisory mechanism on
indigenous issues known as the United Nafions indigenous Peoples’
Advisory Commitiee of Kenya or UNIPACK. Based cn tha successes
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HRIET programme, covarnmeant of Catalonia in Spain has
= funding for thres riwors pllots in Latin America.

?.':r'-*irrnnn*em Fachity Smail Grants Programme has been
"tcﬂe irdigens us peonles’ access to grants by exploring
it making croposals such as videos. This year the GEF
0 deveiop an ixdgensus support network to disseminate
.-'3«_‘i:I moniter prograss on GEF SGP grant access for
naoples.
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14, 0 i ora =ml\r implemznirg a 5% million Reglonal Initiative on
Pelicy Dialogue on Indigenous, Highland and Tribal
. B oand Developmant (RIPP) in Southeast Asia. The
aims 1w pulld capacity, strangthen information networks, and
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sulsort oo ous peobles’ Tull anc sfective participation in policy
o g tan isvels. A kev ‘nrended oufput will be an Asian Regional

cerzpment Report on indigenous peoples.

MNationg prooramming

SN sLDport 10 ing 05 ss0ples habrens at the country
COD0 R TOr axamme Uity office is undertaking studies
SOrapty and poverty raovilioring that looks at how to collect data

1 opeoples to mionner wovarly inequalities at national,
munim;:-:,l: evels I Zsuatemaia, a civil society
smad grants orngramime: focuses on strengthening the
2O indigenony s ighis, Activities inciude: raising
3 st strengthening ‘egislziion; establishing institutions for
. rotiz znd prot@cinn UT inCigenous women’s rights; and
&HaiEEEs FEming 0N human rights treafies and norms.
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ed in raising awareness of
1nd  their organizations at

; to collesomis with indigenous oeoples and their
cro@nzanens o achieving the MGGs and recognizes greater efforts are
o oclude  the  participaton of  indigenous  peoples’
nizadons 0 ite aeveloomant of the MDG Country Reports that

: Dreaier coordination between
100 the Millernium Campaign is
s have beer taken.

|==xi'-:t acress UNDP practice
onan iz nmg initiatives  to
ns*:d.«;. s key companent of
1 07 loea! aeiers, among them
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communities. Some iniualives havs focused so :J.Tlc\,l y or bringing

visibitity to communiiy orac tm:»' recognizing th=ir i it role In
meeting the goals, ard scaing o helr praclicos ot Sy level,
These initigtives enisi! pr:::umc-rk access o iof building

g
capacity, broadering peonles’ ozrticipation,

Cross-
sectoral networks, tuiding =l'arca: and engagsic 3 at the
dialoguing and negotighng tabe. O rtauts have -lG-peer
exchanges among communiiies o share their e ilts and
practices, community perspacives of the MDGEs 2. COwering
community based oy idong o advacate on o sehel of their

communities for impismentation of the goals.

19.1n the next two weeks the forum wiil debals e MOTs We look

forward to vour advice in the ‘ollowing areas:

a. How can ingigencus peop!ss issues and wicatot s by talter
integrated into the MDGs?

b. How can indigencus peomas sefter encags with w2 L iannium

Camnaign? And,

How can we creale betler channels of informslic Hiow

ensure greater participasion in the MDG momidemgy o

S

20. We hope that we will receiva from the Forum a pie~ of action ihat is
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doable with concrate recommeandations for the Ub:, wi :;,h WA TN move

forward at the glotal tevsl, ragional, national and ozl sy ik

Finally while not minimizing i ":=‘.hengeb‘ v wells o that we

build on the increassd  swWIrEness, ‘ G seassful

experiences from our growing cclianoration o ensurs ih Jienous
beneficiary 3' i

peoplss are both a par‘:r‘-m an:} a
what we say here at headguarter
national and iocal le\;e{._.

nd that
3 get translatac |
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